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Embodiment of Grape Growing and Wine 
Manufacturing 
In the Arts of the Roman and Byzantine Empires 


Saeda Afaneh 


Abstract 

One of the consequences of the Roman and Byzantine ages are 
graphic mosaics and frescos, which embody the cultivation of grapes 
and wine squeezing, which indicates its presence in a great number of 
agricultural activity at the time. It was a vintage of great importance 
when the Romans and the Byzantines, who considered wine a sacred 
drink in pagan religion and Christianity, as 1t symbolizes the god 
Bacchus to Romans and Christ in the Christian period. Grape 1s 
widely drawn ionto mosaic floors in churches, and almost no church is 
devoid of drawings showing the planation of grapes. There are also 
drawings 1llustrating the different stages throughout the plantation 
process, starting from the stage of grape picking up through its final 
appearance in the form of wine. Such graphics dedicated to the god 
Bacchus are featured on Roman temples. 

Many grape zqueezers were built up to extract wine in several 
locations known for cultivating grapes. According to a study, such 
grape zqueezers were established in relation to manufacturing food 
facilities in the field of grape growing and wine production. In 
addition, grape zqueezing in Jordan and Palestine represents a 
phenomenon worthy of research and attention. 

This research is an attempt to clarify the cultivation of grapes 
and manufacturing wine as well as the geographical distribution of 
grape growing and squeezing in northwestern areas in both Jordan and 
Palestine, the description of the most important aspects of space and 
size, number and nature of work, and to compare them in order to 
explain the similarities and differences among them to reach two 
conclusions: first; Grapes play an important role in the two periods of 
the Roman and Byzantine Empires, for being a crop economically 
important in economic terms anfd for the importance of wine in 
Christianity; second, it could be argued that there is a sort of unity in 
the production of this drink, through the similarity of such grape 
sqeezers, in terms of the general framework, and the way it works in 
wine extraction. 
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AA (05 0 june Ana Ÿ là; ceriall del, 5 LAS del) le agi sac | 
F9 as pal 

je le QU All is Leë LES éllia Of a8Lhall oha (je pas Les 
à ill FU 8 Âale Bas s 2985 Ge Ua Ma s clgné Leniiuall Agill ÿ Cuixll 
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Je os pl 8 juan ÿ Ab ll 3 pare ge 3 pramall oha AE s «CD ST is 
ibn Qi pie LS (O9 Sul 5 Jill (AI ages lemsas 3 ecSlaull al 3 Lee 
Dies le wyisl CHER Ce Use phil (à igsie Cis (le Alan 
CAS 3) 6 RU 8 Mi gaidll (ji ga Ÿ 5 Ci gl ans s 6 JU As es JA 
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Âpsigll ailes 33 (a 20 62) 4e 3 (975 «2* 75 42) (|) on gsll ai 
Jus GA 8 pal Cul anus 58 3 6(80* 95) oilei jus Gags À pal 
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Figure 4,b Depictins of single fixed- screw wine, 
press shows treading and pressing 
from the church of SS Lot and 
Procopius, el- Mekhayat in Jordan 


Figure 4,a Depicting of single fixed- screw wine 
press shows treadinp, pressing and 
collecting vat: mosaic, Tyre, Qabr 
Hiram in Lebanon ;the church of 
ST christopher 


: _—. : : Figure 4,d Depicting treading, and collecting 
Figure 4,c Dei of es is F7 yat from the church of ST Stephen, 
PISSS. FANS." D -Rasas in Jordan 
church of the Bishop Sergios, um SR ARS : 

er-Rasas in Jordan. 
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Figure 4e Depicting of single fixed- screw wine Figure 4,f Depicting three treaders without 
press shows treading and pressing depicting screw wine from the 
from the church of ST.George, el- mosaic of Hammam  Bisan- 
Mekhayat in Jordan Scythopolis 
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